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Orchids of Ecuador

Nina Rach took GOS members on a virtual tour of Ecuador at the January 10 meeting, sharing her trip to the Latin American Orchid Congress in Quito, Ecuador.  In addition to photos from the show, she had pictures of orchids growing in their native habitat she shot while exploring the country after the show.

Nina advised buying Ecuadorian orchids grown from seed, not wild collected plants, because the seed grown plants will be more vigorous.  She recommended growers in the Galveston area try Sobralia virginalis, Sobralia fimbriatas, or Sobalia melanothrix, or some of the many low-land Maxallarias native to Ecuador. 

Dues, Dues, Dues


If you still have not paid your dues for 2005, this will be the last Newsletter you will receive.  Treasurer J. R. Stanley reports that a number of members had not renewed as of February 1.  In addition to the dues, we need updated addresses, telephone numbers, and email addresses for the annual roster, so be sure to get a check to J. R. at the meeting February 21.

Show Time!


Joe Fields will present a program on creating a show exhibit at our February meeting.  Joe and Dolores are experienced exhibitors, and have many tips to offer regarding design, color compatibility, lighting and grooming.

This will be the last meeting before our show March 12 – 13, so come prepared to volunteer, or be drafted (!) for show schedules still open.  Many positions need multiple volunteers in order to cover both days, so if you can spare some time, please do.  Sign up with Gayle and Ralph Butler for Security, or Linda Baker for Hospitality.
Thank you to . . .
Mickie Christy and Harriet Davis for refreshments at the January meeting, and in advance to Joyce McMillan and Brenda Prestegard who are bringing treats this month;
Sheila Skov for the excellent job with the website; and
All the members who attended the January meeting.  We had a great crowd and a rewarding program and meeting, with lots of beautiful orchids on the show table.  
Show Table
Congratulations to J. R. Stanley who brought Rhynchostylis "Annie" AM/AOS, Best Species, and Gary Baugh for Oncidium Twinkle 'Red Fantasy', Best Hybrid, from the great display at the January Show Table.  Be sure to see these plants on the GOS website, http://www.galvestonorchidsociety.org/
2005 Calendar
	February 21
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	March 11-13
	Spring Show
	Nessler Center

	March 21
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	April ?
	Picnic
	To be Announced

	May 16
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	June 20
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	July 18
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	August 15
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	September 19
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	October 17
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	November 14
	Meeting
	Nessler Center

	December 12
	Christmas Party
	Nessler Center


A Bit of Trivia
Orchids are the largest group of flowering plants in nature.  There are more than 25,000 species of orchids, with the number possibly approaching 35,000, and with new species being discovered almost every day.                                                                       Courtesy of the AOS
#####
Please send information and comments for the Newsletter to Scottie Baugh, 281,338-4667 or robbinsbaugh@earthlink.net.
